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headed for a much-needed correction. Francis Robinson, the then-archbishop of Canterbury, had announced plans to reform the

Church’s disciplinary process to include more concern for victims and more accountability for bishops. Robinson had left the See of
Canterbury in February, and his successor, Justin Welby, had followed a liberal line for the CofE. In June, however, the CofE

Parliament voted by a huge majority to halt the disciplinary reforms. The reform programme and Welby’s leadership, had,
nevertheless, had a dramatic effect on the Church’s leadership culture. For the first time in a generation, the dominant personality of
an archbishop, had been replaced by a more emotionally charged charismatic one. In response to a series of very high-profile, self-
created scandals, the new archbishop’s deliberate, authentic language about the Church’s flawed nature and the need to change was
very compelling. This was an exciting time for the CofE, and a hopeful time for the Church in England. But, in August, it was all

over. Welby was about to announce a departure from the apostolic succession and a move to appoint a new “personal” archbishop in
Canterbury. There was a flurry of debate about the wisdom of this, and more than a hint of mild embarrassment at the CofE’s new

direction. Not surprisingly, this caused a crisis. The CofE had always seemed a sensible, inoffensive institution, particularly to
liberal-minded people. It was an Anglican church which had, in fact, kept its own identity intact, and resisted all the internal changes

which the Reformation had forced upon many other Christian denominations. Perhaps the CofE was, for this reason, a church
where people could be reassured that the Church would survive, and that it would not produce a radically different Church of the

future. And, having allowed the CofE to become a safe and stable institution, Liberal Evangelicals, like David Cameron, were able
to
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gained a legion of loyal fans (some called them ‘KSI Army’), and many of them have even been seen to recreate his stunts (or the
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